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PREFACE 


It has been our thought in offering this 
book to the public, that it might be helpful to 
public speakers, and possibly also to others as 
a source of amusement or conversation. 

Many of these stories had their origin in 
real happenings or in actual personal witti- 
_ cisms, while others are more or less fiction. 
Some are new and some are old, of course. 

The question of assigning credit for the orig- 
inal authorship of the incident or saying out of 
which many of these stories evolved is ex- 
tremely puzzling. Some of the good old stories 
have been told and printed in such varied dress 
- and style as to suggest that they never had any 
one definite beginning. The funny mind will 
bubble out in about the same humorous ways 
in different people. We often hear an “orig- 
inal” thing which really WAS original with a 
given person, only to find that it was old. In 
whatever manner we have had these stories 
brought to us, we have written them in our 
own way unless specially quoted and acknowl- 
edged. 


PREFACE—Continued 


Nevertheless, we feel like expressing appre- 
ciation for suggestions, aids, and memory- 
refreshment found in the following: Legal 
Laughs by Guy C. Edwards, Bill Johnston’s 
Joy Book, by William T. Johnston, The Funny 
Bone, by Henry Martyn Kieffer, Best Lincoln 
Stories, by J. E. Gallaher, Judge, Life, and 
College Humor. 

It has been our purpose to select only the 
best and brightest wit, having a good point to 
illustrate, and being perfectly proper in every 
presence. We have intended no politics, no 
propaganda, no disrespect, no dislikes — only 
fun. 

If this volume but adds a few laughs to the 
world it will have served its purpose. 


JOHN HENRY BARTLETT. 
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CHAPTER I. 
ON OR FROM CELEBRITIES 


“Laughter is a facial sunburst.” 
—Elbert Hubbard 


1. DAME FORTUNE 


_ “AI” Stearns, President of Philips Andover 

Academy, told me this story on President 
Coolidge. At an Amherst College dinner, after 
Mr. Coolidge had been elected Vice President, 
some of his old schoolmates, including “Al” 
Stearns, got after “Cal” to make him tell them 
“how he did it.” “Cal” remained silent, refused 
or neglected to answer for a long while, but 
finally, in order to stop their importunity, 
spoke just two words, “DAME FORTUNE.” 
This gave them glee, but did not satisfy, so 
they kept up the barrage of words with no re- 
ply from this son of destiny. Finally “Al” said, 
“Now, ‘Cal,’ you must have done something 
yourself! Dame Fortune could not have done 
it all” To this the silent man emitted nine 
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words: “Well, ‘Al,? I may have NUDGED 
her a little.” 


2. CARNEGIE’S WIT 


A young man asked Andrew Carnegie which 
he considered the most important factor in 
business—Labor, Capital, or Brains. “Well,” 
answered the canny Scot, “Which do you con- 
sider the most important leg of a three-legged 
stool?” 


3. CHOATE’S WIT 


Joseph H. Choate once made such a strong 
statement in court as to cause the presiding 
justice to say: “Mr. Choate, if you make that 
statement again, I will find you guilty of con- | 
tempt and punish you accordingly.” At this 
severe arraignment by the Court, the brilliant 
lawyer ventured the retort: “I have said it 
once, I don’t need to say it again.” 


4.A TAFT STORY 


Chief Justice and Ex-President Taft once 
told this story to illustrate customary meth- 
ods. A proud, well-dressed, but intoxicated, 
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gentleman was coming out of a hotel where he 
had a few steps to go down. His legs sud- 
denly went on a strike and he keeled over the 
steps onto the sidewalk in a heap, where a 
passing gentleman, thinking he must be hurt, 
ran to his aid. He spirited up quickly and said, 
“Let me ‘lone, thish the way I always come 
down.” 
5. BRYAN’S GRIP 


Depot lad to William Jennings Bryan: 
“Carry yo’ grip, boss? I’s mos’ particular care- 
ful *bout grips. Hain’t broke a bottle yit.” 


6. DAVIS’ FAMILY 


Confusion of names has worked many vexa- 
tions, and not alone in the post office. During 
the Presidential campaign of 1924, which some 
may remember still, John W. Davis told the 
story of an old Virginian who asked who was 
nominated up in New York. “Davis and 
Bryan,” he was told. He looked puzzled a bit 
and then said: “Well, Bryan’s all right; I’ve 
voted for him two or three times myself, but 
don’t you think that Jeff is getting just a leetle 
mite old?” 

[13] 
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7. MRS. BELMONT’S RETORT 


~ It is said that Mrs. Belmont at one time was 

making a speech in favor of women voting on 
equal terms with men, when a man in the audi- 
ence rudely interrupted her by calling out: 
“Don’t you wish you were a man?” At this 
Mrs. Belmont quickly retorted, “Yes, don’t 
you wish YOU were?” 


8. TALKING MACHINE 


It was said of William M. Evarts, celebrated 
attorney, that he was the only man in the 
United States who could “SET HIS MOUTH 
GOING AND GO OFF AND LEAVE IT.” 


9. LINCOLN’S WIT 


Lincoln was once jocosely asked by a wag 
in a country store, “Say, Abe, how long ought 
a man’s legs to be?” Abe replied, “Long 
~ enough to reach the ground.” 


10. DISTANT RELATIVES 


General Price, of the 28th Division, was 
talking toa man named Collins, “Any relation 
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to Tim Collins of my staff?” asked the Colonel. 
“Distant, very distant, giniral,” said the pri- 
vate. “I was me mother’s FIRST child—Tim 
was her THIRTEENTH, sir.” 


11. WEBSTER AND CLAY 


It is said that Daniel Webster and Henry 
Clay were sitting on the piazza of the old 
National Hotel in Washington at a time when 
‘Webster was Senator from Massachusetts and 
Clay from Kentucky, and when so sitting and 
chatting together, they observed a man driving 
by a number of mules, Webster remarked first, 
“Clay, there goes a number of your Kentucky 
constituents. Where do you suppose they are 
going?” To which Clay replied, “Think they 
must be going up to Massachusetts to teach 


schooL” 
12. MOSES 


Senator George H. Moses often has to listen 
to this one: A colored bootblack came into 
a small New Hampshire town, the first of this 
occupation and color to invade its rustic sim- 
plicity. He was a strange character and was 
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not always called by the same name. I said, 
“Bill, what is your real name?” And he re- 
plied, “Well, some folks calls me Rastus, some 
Lincoln, and some folks call me Bill, but my 
MAIDEN name am Moses.” 


13. SOME POLITICIAN 


The Honorable Will H. Hays, as Postmaster 
General, had a good custom of writing compli- 
mentary and laudatory letters of congratula- 
tion to each old employee who left the Post 
Office service in GOOD standing. These let- 
ters were all alike and ground out by stenog- 
raphers, but they were very generously worded 
and signed by Hays. Through another set of 
clerks, a notice also signed by Hays had been 
sent on one occasion to a certain old post- 
master apprising him that he was REMOVED 
from office for INCOMPETENCY. By error 
in co-operation he also received one of the 
“Hays’ Best” as the complimentary ones were — 
called. He read them both, meditated awhile, 


shook his head and said, “SOME POLITI- 
CIAN.” 


[16] 


ee Spice for Speeches 2 


14. NOT TO BE SEEN 


_I heard Depew spring this conundrum in a 
Republican National Convention. I have for- 
gotten his point. “A bath tub is like a Ford. 
Everybody wants one but nobody wants to be 
seen in it.” 


15. AIN’T HALF WAY THERE YIT 


Judge McKenzie Moss was once riding on 
horse-back to hold Court in a certain county in 
Kentucky. It was a new route to him, on a 
new and sparsely settled road. He stopped and 
asked an old lady living in a lone hut, how far 
it was to Harlan County Court House. With- 
out knowing even who the Judge was or where 
he had come from, she hollered back, “Shucks, 
you ain’t half way there yit.” 


16. SADDLE ON WRONG 


Senator Richard P. Ernst tells a good story 
of a fellow who came down to the County 
Court House at Danville from the Knobs of 
Kentucky. It seems that he journeyed on a 
mule’s back in accordance with the custom, 
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and when he arrived there he hitched the mule 
to the limb of a tree by the bridle and threw 
the saddle over the top rail of a fence for the 
day. During his leisure time around the town 
he hit up considerable “corn,” so that when he 
prepared to go home, he was ABLE to go, but 
had some NOTIONS of his own. In getting 
his mule in shape to start, he put the saddle 
on hind-end-foremost, and as he did so, one of 
the boys guyed him by saying, “Say, Cage, 
you have got your saddle on wrong end to.” 
To this, Cage, in his indignant but happy 
frame of mind replied, “How do YOU know 
which way I’m going?” 


17. WHO SAID THIS? A 


“In the Blue Grass section of Kentucky was : 
I born, where all the corn is full of kernels— 
and all the colonels full of corn.” 


18. WEBSTER’S BRANDY 


Some say that Daniel Webster retained his_ 
sense of humor until he drew his last breath. 
The doctor left his dying bedside at 12 o’clock, 
telling the nurse that if he was STILL LIV- 
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ING at 2 o’clock, to give him another portion 
of brandy. For two hours thereafter he was 
so low it was exceedingly difficult to know if 
he were living, lying perfectly still with eyes 
closed. At 2 o’clock, however, his half-opened 
eye saw the clock and the brandy, and he 
faintly said in a whisper: “TI still live.” There 
are other versions of his last words, but this 
one is certainly tenacious. 


19. ONLY WHEN I TALK 


Judge Calvin Page, prince of story tellers, 
used to delight in narrating this one: “Jule 
Trask” was a stammering politician in New 
Hampshire who came to Washington on one 
occasion to see John D. Long, then Secre- 
tary of the Navy, with reference to getting a 
job in the Philippines. Senator Gallinger went 
to the Secretary of the Navy with his constit- 
uent, and cautioned Jule to let him do the 
talking. The Senator made out a very good 
case and was about to leave the Secretary 
when Jule insisted on talking, and so disclosed 
his terrible stammer. The Secretary, feeling 
that he had made a mistake in telling the Sen- 
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ator that he would appoint such a man, asked 
Mr. Trask if he stammered that way all the 
time, at which Jule answered by stammering 
for fully a minute in saying what amounted to, 
“No, Mr. Secretary, only when I talk.” 


20. PILGRIM MOTHERS 


It was Mr. Choate, who, after depicting the 
hardships of the Pilgrim Fathers, said that the 
Pilgrim Mothers fared even worse than the 
Pilgrim Fathers, for they endured exactly the 
same hardships, and in addition thereto, they 
endured the Pilgrim Fathers themselves. . 


21. WITCHCRAFT 


One would not expect to find anything funny ° 
about the hanging of women witches. But the 
book, “Salem Witchcraft in Outline” relates 
something of the court proceedings in trials of 
witches, and they disclose a grim humor in 
that awful delusion. In the trial of one of these 
women, Suzanna Martin (an ancestress of 
mine), this historical work says she had 
“KEEN WIT AND READINESS FOR RE- 
-PARTEE.” When on the stand she was asked 
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if she thought these invalids referred to were 
bewitched, she said, “I do not think they are.” 
“Well, then,” said the Judge, “tell us your 
thoughts about them.” She replied, “My 
thoughts are my own when they are in; but 
when they are out, they are another’s.” She 
was found guilty of being a witch. Perhaps her 
tart replies did not help her case any before 
the jury of deacons and ministers. But never- 
theless, with several other women witches (?) 
‘she was executed in 1692 at Salem, Massa- 
chusetts. 


22. HOW TO CATCH ’EM 


William J. Bryan used to tell the story of 
an old man on a train who kept scratching a 
little fringe of hair that surrounded his big 
bald dome of a head, until someone behind 
him who got nervous at the performance, sang 
out, “Say there, Mister, why don’t you chase 
em up into the clearing and kill *em?” 


23. A BEECHER STORY 


Someone asked Henry Ward Beecher what 
he would do if he was preaching and his audi- 
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ence fell asleep. The celebrated divine replied, 
“TI would not ask someone to wake THEM up; 
I would ask someone to come to the pulpit 
and wake ME up.” 


24. LAID OR LIED 


I heard Congressman Underhill of Massa- 
chusetts tell this story in public as true of 
President Coolidge. In an attempt to heckle 
“Cal” a bit, an airy member of the Massachu- 
setts Legislature once said to him, then a new 
member, “Say, ‘Cal,’ is it grammatical to say 
‘a hen sits’ or ‘a hen sets’?” “Well,” nasaled 
out the future President, “It’s a good deal more 
important ‘question back in the country where 
I came from, to know when a hen cackles, 
whether she‘s LAID or LIED.” 


25. BULL AND BEAR 


When Internal Revenue Commissioner Da- 
vid H. Blair has a solicitous Senator urging 
him to do something or other which he, him- 
self, can’t see, he tells the Senator this story 
to make him consider ALL the evidence, not 
just one side: A mad bull had chased two men 
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until one had shinned up a tree in safety and 
the other had dove into a cave near the tree. 
The bull pawed and snorted near the mouth of 
the cave and foot of the tree. As soon as the 
bull would start away, the man in the cave 
would rush out, only to be chased in again. 
This sequence was much repeated. The man 
in the tree, desperate for the bull to go away, 
sang out, “Why in thunder, you darned fool, 
_ don’t you stay in there where you are safe 

until he gets away?” The cave-caged indi- 
vidual retorted, “You darned fool, you don’t 
_ know the facts in the case; there’s a wild bear 
here in this cave, chasing me out.” 


26. BEING AN IDIOT 


In that old book written many years ago 
entitled “Scottish Life and Character,” by 
Ramsay, is a story illustrating the occasional 
wit of the simple minded. A Scottish clergy- 
man found many of his congregation asleep 
and so he paused in the midst of a sermon and 
said, “You see even Jamie Fraser, the idiot, 
does not fall asleep as many of you are doing.” 
Jamie, not liking, perhaps, to be thus desig- 
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nated, coolly replied, “An’ I hadna been an 
idiot, I wad ha’ been sleeping too.” 


27. PASS THE HAT 


Mr. Justice Harlan Fiske Stone told me this 
story: A Scotchman from Aberdeen went 
down to London to get a job on the police 
force. He was looked over and seemed to 
answer the physical requirements all right. 
They then asked him a few mental test ques- 
tions, and among them was this: “If you saw 
a crowd gathering and wanted to disperse 
them, how would you go to work?” To this, 
he replied, “I dinna ken just hoo ye would 
disperse a crowd in Lonnon, but in Aberdeen, 
we wad a pass the hat.” 


28. AIN’T MISSING NOTHING 


It is said that the brilliant orator, Senator 
James E. Watson, was speaking at a political 
rally one night when a bunch of boys standing 
near the door in the back of the hall made a 
lot of noise, disturbing the meeting, whether 
intentionally or boyishly, I don’t know. But at 
any rate the speaker stopped his discourse long 
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enough to say, “Those boys back there are 
making so much noise I can’t hear the sound 
of my own voice.” At this, one of the lads 
called back and said, “You ain’t missing noth- 
ing, Mister.” 


29. STOP EATING WHEN IT TASTES 
GOOD 


When, during the latter part of my term as 
Governor, I was being “urged to run again,” I 
_ chanced to find an answer by quoting a bit of 
advice which came from my Father when I 
was a boy. He used to say, “STOP EATING 
WHEN IT TASTES GOOD.” 


30. END OF CADDY 


When I told the following story to that old 
golfer, John D. Rockefeller, at Ormond Beach 
last winter, he laughed until he nearly fell out 
of his chair: A precise and very fantastic lady 
was asked by a gentleman to play golf. At 
once she protested that she had never played 
golf, and didn’t know how. But she was urged 
to play and told that she certainly could play 
a little, whereat, she persisted that she could 
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not, saying, “No, I don’t know the first thing 
about golf—not the first thing. I wouldn’t 
know which end of the caddy to take hold of.” 


31. RENOUNCE THE DEVIL 


-General Pershing tells this one: A soldier 
boy was dying in a battlefield hospital in 
France. The chaplain asked him, among other 
things, if he was ready to RENOUNCE the 
Devil and all his works. He said, “I’m sorry, 
but I don’t feel in a position now to make 
enemies of anyone.” 


32. GOOD IMAGINATION 


This story has been pinned to JACOB RIIS, 
an old intimate of President Theodore Roose- 
velt: A school class was drawing a picture of © 
whatever each child chose to make. Johnnie 
was late in finishing his, so the teacher asked — 
him what he was making that it took so long, 
and the lad answered, “I’M MAKING A PIC- 
TURE OF GOD.” The teacher, amazed at 
his irreverence, in despair said, “You mustn’t 
do that, Johnnie. You must not speak so. No- | 
body knows how God looks.” To which the | 
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boy calmly and slowly replied as he kept on 
drawing, “They will when I get this done.” 


33. POTATOES’ EYES 


My old partner, John L. Mitchell, a country 
lawyer, once said in an argument while he was 
excoriating a witness, “If he saw all the things 
he said he saw, he’d have more eyes than a 
potato.” 


34. BUTTER ON DOUGHNUTS 


Judge Wales of the U. S. Civil Service Com- 
mission tells this one: A Vermonter was visit- 
ing an old friend in Washington. His friend, 
of course, was inquiring about old acquain- 
tances back on the hillsides of that charming 
State. “How about Si Cummings? Is he pros- 
perous?” The visitor perked up quickly at 
that and tarted out, “Prosperous? I’LL say 
he’s prosperous. He keeps two fast horses and 
eats butter on his doughnuts.” 


35. FRESH FISH 


Ex-Governor Channing Cox of Massachu- 
setts tells a story of a young Irishman who 
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was setting himself up in the retail fish busi- 
ness. He had a store all rigged up and was 
about to have a sign painted, but was in an un- 
settled state of mind as to just how his sign 
should read. He first wrote it thus: “FRESH 
FISH SOLD HERE.” Being a little unde- 
cided, he asked the first friend that came along 
for advice and the friend suggested that he 
leave off the word “Fresh,” as no one would 
ever suspect such an honest young man as he 
of selling anything else. So he omitted the 
word “Fresh.” Not fully satisfied then, he 
showed the balance of the sign, “FISH SOLD 
HERE?” to another friend, and received this 
advice, that the word “Here” was unnecessary 
because his store was there, and of course 
that’s where he would sell them. So the sign 
then read “FISH SOLD.” Still undecided, he 
asked a third friend, who advised him that he 
did not need the word “Sold,” as that was what 
a store was for, and of course he couldn’t afford 
to give them away. Then all that remained of 
the sign was “FISH.” A fourth friend who 
came along looked at it and said, “You don’t 
need that word at all, because anyone coming 
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down the street can smell them a mile.” 


36. STORY WRITING 


Li Hung Chang once asked Richard Hard- 
ing Davis if he wrote stories because he was 
not strong enough to work, 


37. YUMP, NOT FLY 


The Second Assistant Postmaster General, 

W. Irving Glover, has this one in his fine rep- 
ertoire of stories: A stalward Swede stopped 
into a corner drug store. “I bane sick,” said 
he to the clerk, “and I vant some viskey.” 
“Nothing doing,” answered the clerk, “don’t 
you know the country’s dry?” “But,” he 
added, “you might be able to get some squirrel 
whiskey over at that saloon.” Across the street 
the big Swede made known his wants. 
“SQUIRREL whiskey!” yelled the astonished 
proprietor, “We don’t have such a thing.” But 
in a whisper, “I can fix you up with a little 
OLD CROW.” The Swede shook his head. 
“I no want to FLY,” he answered, “I yoost 
want to YUMP around a little.” 
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38. RHINOCEROS 


In Judge Guptill’s court at Portsmouth, 
N. H., a man pleaded guilty to assault. In de- 
termining the sentence, the Judge asked him 
why he assaulted the complainant. “Because 
he called me a rhinoceros,” was the answer. 
“When was that?” Answer: “Three years 
ago.” Question: “Why did you wait three 
years?” Answer: “Because I never saw a 
rhinoceros ’till yesterday.” 


39. DRY SPEECH 


Elbert Hubbard was at one time addressing 
the nearly-well patients of an insane asylum. 
He said he had not been speaking long when 
one of the lady inmates hopped up and darted 
out hurriedly, saying, “My gosh, let me out, I 
can’t stand this any longer.” He said he at 
least thought insane folks would think his 
speech good. 


40. ELECTION STORY 


At a Democratic rally in New Hampshire 
many years ago, Captain Daniel Marcy, a can- 
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didate for Congress, orated, “I hear that my 
brother in New Orleans is going to put $50,000 
into this campaign to help elect me.” At this 
the hungry democracy of that old Republican 
State fairly shook the rafters with applause. 
When the cheering had subsided, the old Cap- 
tain finished his announcement by adding, “I 
wish to God he had it, he’d do it in a minute.” 
Then gloom again prevailed in the audience. 


41. BAGGING AT THE KNEES 


A New Hamsphire editor once used this 
political expression: “The candidacy of 
Charles A. Buzzell for Governor seems to be 
bagging at the knees.” 


42. ALL HONORABLE MEANS 


I once saw a letter to a Senator which be- 
gan like this: “Dear Senator, I have ex- 
hausted all HONORABLE means, and now I 
must turn to YOU for help.” 

43. BACK SEAT DRIVER 

Senator William M. Butler of Massachusetts 
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likes to tell this one:\ A very intelligent and 
positive old gentleman from the country was 
being kept on his nerves when visiting in Bos- 
ton for the first time by the reckless way his 
taxi-driver was shooting through the traffic. 
The day was cloudy and threatening. He no- 
ticed the driver kept letting go of his steering 
wheel and sticking his hand out through the 
window into the air. This made the old man 
still more nervous. He just couldn’t stand it, 
and he finally shouted, “Say, there, driver, 
don’t git keerless, you keep both hands on that 
wheel; I'll tell you when it rains.” ae 


44, INDIAN SOLDIER \y7J. 

A bright young Indian on a furlough from 
the World War at his tribal home in Okla- 
homa, was asked by Senator Harreld how he 
liked the war. To this rather odd question he 


made reply: “TOO MUCH SALUTE; TOO 
LITTLE SHOOT.” 


45. OUT LATE 


It is told of my partner, “Al” Hislop, of 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, that he called 
his office on the phone from somewhere one 
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morning about nine o’clock and said to his 
secretary: “I won’t be in until late this morn- 
ing. I haven’t got home last night yet.” 


46. DARKY COURT 


“I move we give him his stripes over the 
back now and finish the trial after dinner,” 
thus the colored Judge, Cato, was addressed 
by a darky present in the negro court in 1760 
in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. And the 
‘Judge gravely considered the motion and ren- 
dered judgment in these words, “For justice 
as far as the evidence has gone, I order ten 
stripes now. If at the end of de trial this after- 
noon I find him guilty I will order ten more 
stripes.” And the first ten were then inflicted. 
It was cat-o’-nine tails on the bare back. The 
tecord does not disclose about the second ten 
stripes. This colored Court was duly sanc- 
tioned by the civil authorities there at that 
time, as a wise method of dealing with petty 
criminal cases among the colored population. 


47. DEVIL’S GUEST 
_ Whoever eats with the Devil must have a 
[33] 
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long spoon. 
48. PREACHING AND EATING 


Country people become peeved if their din- 
ner guests don’t eat heartily. A visiting 
preacher, Rev. D. M. Cleveland, of New Hamp- 
shire, was dining with the deacon and his wife 
in a rural community just prior to preaching 
the evening sermon. About every item of food 
which was passed to him by the missus, and 
which she had cooked especially for him, he 
declined, saying, “No, I guess I’ll not take it, 
I preach better when I don’t eat.” This re- 
sponse, oft repeated, got on the nerves of both 
the wife and the deacon. But they went 
through the motions just the same. The wife — 
did not go to church that evening, but the 
deacon had to. When he got home and the 
strange minister had gone, the wife said, 
“Thomas, how was the sermon?” “Well,” said 
the deacon with an air of vindication, “he 
might as well have ET.” 


49. SMOKING 
Dr. Hubert Work relates how two Scotch- 
[34] 
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men were smoking together when one of them 
remarked, “There’s nae pleasure in smoking 
the pipe.” “What makes ye say it, Sandie?” 
“Well, when ye be smoking ye’r own tobaccy, 
ye are all the time a thinking about the awful 
cost, and when ye be smoking another’s to- 
baccy, ye hae tea ram yer pipe sae tight it’ll 
nae draw.” 


50. WHO I AM 


This story is told on Mott L. Bartlett, Fish 
and Game Commissioner of New Hampshire: 
A swaggering Jew blew into the Breton Wood 
Hotel in the White Mountains one evening, 
bragging about his luck fishing during the 
day. He said, “I’ve caught 103 trout today.” 
The man who sat next to him, to whom he was 
volunteering his conversation, said: “You 
mean to tell me that you have caught over 100 
trout out of that brook today?” He said, “Yes, 
sir.” “Well,” said the stranger, “I GUESS 
YOU DON’T KNOW WHO I AM. I'm the 
Fish and Game Warden, and there is a $5 fine 
for each fish you caught.” “Vell,” said the 
Jew, “I GUESS YOU DON’T KNOW WHO 


[35] 


Kd Spice for Speeches a 


I AM. I’m the biggest liar in the United 
States. I never caught a fish.” 


51. MISTAKES ON THE ’PHONE 


Mr. Dalzell, a mild-speaking and extremely 
deferential Irish gentleman who was superin- 
tendent of the U. S. Dead Letter Office under 
me, came, in his usually meek and timid man- 
ner, into my office one day, and when I asked 
him “How goes it?” he drawled out, “A very 
funny thing happened to me today, Governor; 
a lady called me on the telephone and said, 
‘Who is it, please?’ and I said, ‘The Dead Let- 
ter Office,’ and she said, ‘My God!’ and hung 
up.” 

52. DR. HOLMES ON TEA PARTIES 


Just an ordinary story when it gets old is 
like an old chestnut, but a few good ones sur- 
vive time, in fact grow better like old wine. 
Here is one of the latter: Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes once described an afternoon tea party 
as, “All gibble—gabble—gobble—and git.” 


53. FOOLS’ MAJORITY 
Mark Twain once made this political speech: 
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“Hain’t we got all the fools in town on our 
side? And ain’t that a big enough majority in 
any town?” 


54. VOLTAIRE’S PHYSICIAN 


Voltaire once said, “A physician is one who 
pours drugs, of which he knows little, into a 
body, of which he knows less.” 


55. EAR PLEASERS 


Shakespeare uses this expression, “She told 
him stories to delight his ear.” 


56. HARD BOILED 


Illustrating the hard-boiled tendencies of 
Federal heads, this story is told on General 
Lord of the Budget: His messenger opened 
the door of his consulting room one day and 
said, “A Congressman is in the waiting room 
wanting to see you.” The rather habit-minded 
reply was, “Find out what he wants and tell 
him he can’t have it.” 


57. CLYDE KELLY’S DAY-OLD CHICK 
Tom Flaherty tells this one: During the 
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pending of the Postal Pay Legislation in the 
68th Congress, Congressman Clyde Kelly of 
Pennsylvania, author of one of the pay bills, 
devoted much time and attention to the sub- 
ject. So intense was he in his application to 
the problem of postal rates and wages that 
when he was informed by a nurse in the hos- 
pital, on January 7, 1925, that he was the 
father of an eight-pound baby, he replied ab- 
sent-mindedly, “Eight pounds? Now let me 
see. Under the terms of my bill we can send 
eight pounds into the fifth parcel post zone for 
fifty-four cents.” “Oh, Mr. Kelly,” said the 
shocked nurse, “this is an eight-pound baby 
girl.” “Well, in that instance,” said the rate- 
absorbed Congressman, “there will be an ad- 
ditional service charge of twenty-five cents for 
a day-old chick.” 


58. MY BUSINESS uA 


P| 
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Senator Reed of Missouri, in a Senate in-— 
vestigation, asked a hostile witness, “Are you — 
addicted to drink?” The indignant testifier re-" 
plied, “That’s MY business.” The sarcastic — 
Senator rejoined, “Yes, I know that, but is it 
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your ONLY business?” 


59. A POOR SHOT 


Those who know the South understand that 
wild turkeys are wild and have to be captured 
by shooting, while tame turkeys do not. The 
tame ones are of course fatter and better eat- 
ing. Booker T. Washington was dining with 
a colored deacon one Sunday noon. The deacon 
_ said, “Mr, Washington, I have baked for you 
a very fine tame turkey. I got it especially for 
you.” The celebrated colored divine looked at 
the steaming turkey and remarked, “That 
looks like a fine turkey, but it must be a wild 
one as I see the shot holes all in it.” “No,” 
said the deacon, “I’m sure it’s a tame turkey, 
all right.” “But why the shot holes?” con- 
tinued Booker. “Well,” said the deacon tim- 
idly and reluctantly, “the truth is, them shots 
was INTENDED FOR ME.” 


60. A CONTRARY JUROR 


A contrary man on a jury is the most exas- 
perating thing imaginable to the lawyers. He 
delights to disagree. While U. S. Attorney 
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General Sargent was counsel in a certain case 
in the Vermont courts he was afflicted with 
such a juror. When, after twenty-four hours 
of disagreement, the Court said, “Mr. Sheriff, 
you may order twelve dinners for the jury,” 
“Jere,” as Sargent was familiarly. called, re- 
marked to His Honor, “Can’t you make it 
eleven dinners and a bale of hay?” 


61. ARTEMUS WARD’S COW-CATCHER 


Artemus Ward once suggested to the con- 
ductor of a train on which he was riding most 
desperately slow, that they put the cow-catcher 
on behind to prevent a cow strolling into the 
car and biting the passengers. 


62, RIDING PIG-BACK 


An old story is about a darky’s dream during 
a political campaign down in Kentucky. Al- 
though old, it should be perpetuated. Sambo 
said he dreamed he died and went to “hebbin.” 
He knocked at the big gate and because he was 
not “mounted,” Saint Peter would not let him 
in. As he was going away sadly, he met a_ 
Congressman, Colonel White, going up on 
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foot, also, to try his luck, and so Sambo said 
to this politician: “Tain’t no use, you can’t 
get in if you ain’t ‘mounted.’ Better go back 
and mount that black mare of yourn.” The 
candidate for office said, “No, I'll tell you a 
good scheme—you go on all fours, hands and 
feet, and be my horse, and I'll ride on your 
back, and I'll tell Saint Peter I’m mounted and 
he’ll let me ride you right in, so in that way 
we will both get in.” The darky bit at this 
bait, and acted as horse for the Congressman 
*till they reached the gate. Sambo relates the 
dream thus: “Saint Peter opened the gate a 
crack and asked, ‘Who’s dar?’ and the Con- 
gressman says, ‘Colonel White of Kentucky, 
sah.’ And Saint Peter says, ‘Is you mounted?’ 
and the Congressman says, ‘Yas, I is, sah.’ And 
Saint Peter says, ‘Glad to see you, Kunnel, just 
TIE your HOSS on de OUTSIDE of de gate 
an’ walk right in.’ And dat’s wat it was—I 
didn’t git in.” Moral:‘ Don’t let politicians 
ride your back. 


63. TWELVE QUARTS OF RYE 
General New is authority for this: The 
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fraud-order power of the Postmaster General 
brings to record strange money-making 
schemes. One of these developed the follow- 
ing: A concern in another country advertised 
in the United States newspapers to send to 
any address “TWELVE QUARTS OF RYE 
FOR $18.” When the price was received there 
was sent to the thirsty purchaser twelve quarts 
of “rye” just as advertised, but it was “RYE,” 
the dry grain itself, and not the drink, “RYE 
WHISKEY.” This scheme brought in a large 
sum of money before even the promptest ac- 
tion could stop it. 


64. WAKE ME AND MAKE ME 


I heard Senator Heflin of Georgia tell this 
story in the Senate one day to illustrate a vote 
they were going to put over on Senator Borah 
which Senator Borah declared he didn’t want, 
but which Senator Heflin claimed he really did 
want. It was on the bill increasing Senators’ 
salaries. Heflin said: 

John Allen went home from New Orleans 
once after he had been down there fishing with 
the boys. They had treated him royally, wined 


[42] 


& Spice for Speeches 2 


him and dined him, until he was a little weary 
and worn, and when he arrived at home he saw 
his doctor at the station. He said, “My wife is 
a crank on the prohibition question. I haven’t 
got a drop in my grip. I feel that I must have © 
a little to taper off on. Won’t you send a bot- 
tle up and beg her yourself to give it to me 
as medicine?” The doctor said, “I will.” 

When John arrived at home his wife met 
him and said, “How are you feeling, dear?” 

He said, “Very poorly. I have never felt 
quite so weak. I feel like I need a stimulant, 
but I am not going to take it. I will never 
touch another drop of it; never, never.” 

She said, “Well, now, John, you must not be 
cranky on the subject.” 

He said, “No, I have made up my mind.” 

He lay down on the bed, and the phone rang, 
and Doctor Jones said, “Mrs. Allen, I am 
sending up a quart. You make a nice mint 
julep and make your husband drink it. I saw 
him at the station. He is weak and worn to a 
frazzle. You give him this mint julep.” 

_ The brilliant John Allen was lying there on 
the bed, and he heard the ice chunks clinking 
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in the glass. His wife bore the mint julep into 
his bedroom in graceful, queenly fashion, with 
frost on the sides of the glass, a bank of sugar 
an inch deep at the bottom, and three straw- 
berries nestling thereon like so many eggs in 
a bird’s nest, while the mint leaned over the 
rim of the glass. 

His wife took it up to the bedside and she 
said, “Now, I want you to take this.” 

He said, “I can’t do it. I have said I will not 
do it.” 

She said, “But, John, you must drink it. The 
doctor says for you to take it. The Gott has 
prescribed it.” 

She said, “You must take it.” 

He said, “I can’t, and I won’t.” 

She said, “Won’t you take it for me?” 

He said, “If you put it that way, I will.” 

He took that mint julep glass in his hand. 
The amber-colored liquid flowed over the vel- 
vet folds of his stomach like a dewdrop sinking 
into the heart of a rose. 

So Private John Allen disposed of the con- 
tents of the glass, and looking up at his wife, 
said, “I believe I am going to sleep. now, but 
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before I fall into a deep, sweet sleep, let me 
ask you a question, When did the doctor tell 
you to give me another mint julep?” 

She said, “In two hours.” 

“Well,” he said, “if I am asleep, WAKE 
ME, and if I won’t take it, MAKE ME.” 


65. A LINCOLN STORY | 


Mr. Lincoln on one occasion narrated to 
Hon. Mr. Odell and others, with much zest, 
the following story about young Daniel Web- 
ster. 

When quite young, at school, Daniel was 
one day guilty of a gross violation of the rules. 
He was detected in the act, and called up by 
the teacher for punishment. This was to be 
the old-fashioned “ferruling” of the hand. His, 
hands happened to be very dirty. Knowing 
this, on his way to the teacher’s desk, he spit 
upon the palm of his right hand, wiping it off 
upon the side of his pantaloons. 

“Give me your hand, sir,” said the teacher, 
very sternly. 

Out went the right hand, partly cleaned. 

The teacher looked at it a moment and said: 
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“Daniel! If you will find another hand in 
this school room as filthy as that, I will let 
you off this time!” 

Instantly from behind his back came the left 
hand. “Here it is, sir,” was the ready reply. 

“That will do,” said the teacher, “for this 
time; you can take your seat, sir.’—From Lin- 
coln’s Stories, by J. B. McClure. 


66. TILLMAN AND CHANDLER 


The late Senator Tillman was often tilting 
with the late Senator Chandler when both 
were in that august upper house. One day 
when Chandler had been pecking at him while 
engaged in a speech, Tillman scored great 
laughter by calling Chandler the grasshopper 
from New Hampshire. But Chandler turned 
the applause when he retorted, “In my State 
they don’t catch grasshoppers with a pitch- 
fork.” It will be recalled, of course, that Till- 
man was often called Pitchfork Tillman. 


67. “FORE”—NOT “FOUR” 


“Ted” Clarke told me of a golfer who drove 
a ball terrifically, and the little white bullet 
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landed with tremendous force on the head of 
a Jewish gentleman. The latter was enraged 
and ran at the golfer, screaming, “T’ll sue you 
for five thousand dollars.” To this, the golfer 
replied, “I said ‘Fore’.” Jake, understanding 
him to mean four thousand dollars, responded 
quickly, “I'll take it.” 


68. TAG DAY 


When I was at “Bill” Gray’s camp in Maine, 
recently, I found there an old comedian named 
Jack Kenney who told me this good one on 
the Scotch: It seems that an Irish friend of 
a Boston Scotchman went traveling over the 
water, and visited, among other places, Aber- 
deen, Scotland, where his Scotch friend was 
born and reared until he came to America. 

On returning, the son of Ireland was asked 
by his Scotch friend all about “dear old Aber- 
deen.” “Wasn’t it a wonderful city?” said 
Scottie. “I don’t know,” replied Pat. “Wasn’t 
it a very busy place?” again queried Scottie. 
“T don’t know,” said Pat. “Well,” persisted 
Scottie, “weren’t the streets full of people, and 
everything full of hustle and bustle?” Pat, by 
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this time, became plain spoken, and thus re- 
plied, “No, Scottie, it seemed the dullest place 
I went, there was nobody, scarcely, on the 
streets; the place was dead, dead as a door 
nail.” “Well,” said Scottie, “that is strange, 
very strange; I guess it must have been tag 
day.” 

When Jack told this story, Bill said, “H— 
Jack, that is no Scotch story; I heard a real 
one lately. Children were teasing their Scotch 
father for Christmas presents the day before 
Christmas, whereupon the old man went out 
behind the barn and shot off his double-bar- 
reled shot gun twice, and then rushed in and 
told the children Santa Claus had committed 
suicide,” 
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CHAPTER II. 
MOSTLY ABOUT LITTLE FOLKS 


“Laugh and the World Laughs with You.” 
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox 


1. NOT IN THE ARK 


A young girl in her grandpa’s lap petting his 
long grey beard, said: “Grandpa, were you in 
the Ark?” “Certainly not,” replied the old 
gentleman, “Then why weren’t you drowned?” 
came back the innocent query. 


2. ON THE WRONG SIDE 


A small girl was to be visited by her grand- 
mother for the first time. Her mother chided 
her, before the arrival of the guest, that she 
must be very polite and sweet so as to make 
a nice impression upon her grandmother. The 
grandmother arrived. She was sitting in the 
parlor and her little granddaughter was sitting 
in another chair eyeing her from head to foot. 

Finally, the little girl broke out,.“So you are 
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my grandmother, are you?” “Yes, I am your 
grandmother on your father’s side.” “Oh, on 
my father’s side, are you? Well, you'll soon 
find out you’re on the WRONG SIDE.” 


3. COMING HOME 


Bright-eyed four-year-old Madeleine had fin- 
ished her very first day in school, and at night 
her mother curiously inquired of her what part 
she liked best. The answer was, “Tuming 
home.” 


4, USED HER THREE WEEKS 


A five-year-old brother at one time was tell- 
ing his elder friends that he had a new baby 
sister, and from the way he said it he was © 
asked, “How do you like that?” His reply 
was, “I wish it was a boy.” “Then why don’t 
you take it back and exchange it?” the lad was 
asked, and he at once replied, “We can’t now; 
we've used her three weeks.” 


5. GOT HER THINGS OFF 


A little girl ran into her neighbor’s house - 
one morning saying excitedly, “A baby sister 
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has come over to our house this morning.” 
Her girl chum said: “Isn’t that lovely? Has 
she come to stay?” “Yes, I guess so—she’s 
got her things all off.” 


6. CIRCUS LAD 


Do not be like the little boy who got so tired 
lugging water for the camels that he slept 
through the circus. 


7. FORGERY 


Johnnie was late to school so he, himself, 
wrote the necessary letter for the teacher in- 
stead of getting his mother to write it as he 
should. He wrote: 

“Dear Teacher: Please excuse Johnnie for 


being late. I tore my pants. 
(Signed) Mother.” 


8 ESSAY ON MAN 


A second-grade girl wrote an essay on man 
and this was it: 

“Men are what women marry. They drink, 
and smoke, and swear. They don’t go to church 
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like women do. Both men and women sprang 
from monkeys, but women sprang farther than 
men.” 


9. CASTOR OIL 


Five-year-old Ruth laid five cents on a drug- 
store counter and said, “Give me five cents’ 
worth of castor oil. Don’t give me too much 
*cause it’s for me.” 


10. JEW BIRD 


Two little boys were looking at a parrot in 
a bird-shop window. One asked the other what 
kind of a bird it was, and received the answer: 
“TI dunno, but by the looks of his nose I guess 
it’s a Jew bird.” 
11. HOMELY 


That’s a face only a mother could love. 
Pheu A Bees 


A teacher had the newcomers in school, the 
five-year-olds, down in front on the first day, 
to take their names and size them up. She 
asked littie Jimmie if he knew his A, B, C’s, 
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and he piped up indignantly: “God, no, hain’t 
been here but five minutes.” 


13. GRAY HAIRS 


Mother: “Child, don’t do that. Every 
naughty thing you do adds a gray hair to my 
head.” Daughter: “My, just look at Gram- 
mie’s hair, Ma—you must have been awful 
naughty.” 

14. CAN’T REACH ’EM 


A wee four-year-old boy was lost in a big 
department store, having been jostled away 
from his mother in the crowds. He went bawl- 
ing about to find her. A floor-walker took up 
his case and joined the search. “You little 
fool,” said the store man, “why didn’t you 
hang onto her skirts?” The child pitifully 
sobbed back, “I can’t reach ’em.” 


15. MARRIAGE THE GOAL 


__ A teacher said to little Alice, “What would 
your mother say if she knew how poorly you 
do in your geography?” “Well,” replied Alice, 
with a sigh, “Mother never studied gogfry and 
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SHE’S married; Aunt Sarah never studied 
gogfry, and SHE’S married; and you studied 
gogfry and YOU ain’t married.” 


16. BOTH LOST 


A four-year-old boy said to a policeman, 
“Won't you show my little sister the way 
home? She’s lost.” The officer came back with 
this, “Why don’t you show her home, your- 
self?” “I’m lost, too,” was the final confession. 


17. INTERESTED IN HIS NICKEL 


A small boy from the slums was solicited 
into Sunday School and to the surprise of his 
teacher he came voluntarily on the following 
Sunday. The teacher, interested to learn what 
had appealed to him, ventured to ask what 
was the real reason that made him come again. 
At this the lad responded: “I came to see what 
you did with my nickel I put in last Sunday.” 


18. A CHEERFUL GIVER 


A mother gave her young daughter, Neva, 
25 cents in two dimes and a nickel, when she 
was starting off alone to church one Sunday, 
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in order that she might put them in the con- 
tribution box when collection was taken. But 
when Neva came home she had 15 cents left 
and her mother, surprised at this, asked, “How 
is it, Neva—I supposed you would put it all 
in?” At this, the conscientious young miss 
reasoned, “Well, mother, I’ll tell you how it 
happened. The minister preached on The Lord 
Loveth a Cheerful Giver, and 10 cents was all 
I could give cheerfully, so that’s all I gave.” 


19. PEA-SHOOTER 


A preacher in ye olden days who had alto- 
gether too long a sermon for his sleepy hear- 
~ ers, chanced to look up into the rear gallery 
after an hour or so, and there saw a boy with 
a pea-shooter, blowing at the pews. The min- 
ister paused for an instant, staring at the lad, 
who called back encouragingly, “Keep right 
on preaching, parson, LL keep ’em awake 
for ye.” 

20. SUNDAY FISHING 


A minister in a small country village ob- 
served a young lad coming home one Sunday 


[55] 


ig Spice for Speeches £ 


afternoon with a fish pole on his back as if he 
had been fishing on the Sabbath. The minister 
chided the boy, “I’m amazed to think you 
would go fishing on Sunday. What would your 
father say if he knew it?” The boy replied, 
“LAST Sunday when I came home Dad said, 
‘Where in Hell are your fish?’” 


21. CONGRESSMEN VS. DEMOCRATS 


A secretary to a Congressman told me this: 
There was to be a ball game between the Re- 
publican members of Congress and the Demo- 
cratic members of Congress. Not knowing, she 
asked a young lad for information as. to who 
was to play ball that afternoon, and he shouted, 
“The Congressmen play the Democrats.” 


22. INCOME 


School children were having a lesson on 
finances. The teacher wrote on the blackboard 
the word, “INCOME” and asked the scholars 
_ to frame a sentence containing it. A farmer’s 
young son offered this: “Dad left the cow 
pee cee this morning and INCOME the 
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23. BEING BEHIND 


Little Tommie had torn his pants on a 
barbed wire fence on his way to school and 
hence was a few minutes late. The teacher 
remarked as he came in, “I see you’re little 
behind, Tommie.” To which he impatiently 
replied, “You woyldn’t if I’d had a safety pin.” 


24. EARTH CROOKED 


A boy was asked by his teacher in school, 
“Is the earth round or square?” to which this 
answer promptly came, “Father says it’s 
crooked.” 


25. MISTAKES 


If mistakes were not common you wouldn’t 
see a rubber on the end of every lead pencil. 


26. A COMET 


A Scotchman seeing a comet in the Heavens 
called out thus: “Com oot and see a new star 
that hasna got its tail cuttit off yet.” 


27. TWO OYSTERS 
Two lads were carrying a big tub of oyster 
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stew from the Deacon’s house to the church 
vestry, getting ready for a sale-supper to raise 
funds to support a poor country church. As 
they stubbed along the road, the stew in the 
big tub began to whirl around, which caused 
one oyster therein to overtake the other and as 
he did so, he said, “Where are you going?” 
The other oyster answered, “I am going to the 
church festival Where are YOU. going?” 
And the first replied, “I’m going to the church 
festival, TOO,” and then the second said, “I 
don’t see what they need of both of us.” 


28. NEW MEASURE 


Two-thirds of a dog long and half a dog 
high. 


29. WHERE’S HIS HAT? 


A Scotchman is said to have rushed up to a 
man on a ship saying excitedly, “Are ye the 
man wha’ saved my bairn frae drawning?” 
“Yes,” was the modest reply. “Well,” de- 
manded the Scot, “wha’ did ye wi his hat?” 


30. LIGHTS OUT 
A father suspecting his young son, said: 
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“Did I see you looking through the key hole © 
into the parlor where your sister and her beau 
are?” The son replied, “Yes, Dad.” Where- 
upon, the father continued, “Well, what did 
you find out?” To this the lad made reply, 
“The LIGHTS.” 


31. TOO LITTLE NIGGER 


A northern traveler in the South chanced 
to see beside the road in a rural country a 
small dark lad doubled up and groaning with 
cramps, with the uneaten remnants of a large 
watermelon in the dirt beside him. The motor- 
ist called out to him saying, “Too much water- 
melon, eh?” The lad rolled over, looked up at 
his accoster and pined, “No, too little nigger.” 


32. GOOD NIGHT 


Father: “Don’t that beau of yours know 
how to say good night?” 
Daughter: “I’LL say he does.” 


33. SO DO SOME FOLKS 


The lightning bug is wonderful 
But it surely has no mind. 
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It wanders through creation 
With its headlight on behind. 


34. STAMPS ON BUNDLE 


“Must I put all those stamps on myself?” 
complained a lady to a post office clerk, as he 
shoved a lot of stamps, change, and a bundle 
back to her. “No,” he retorted, “put ’em on 
the bundle.” 


35. LOQUACIOUS 


The two remaining ladies conversed as fol- 
lows about the third lady just after she retired: 
“Miss (Virginia i is a nice girl but rather loqua- 
cious.” Response: Pe and besides that, she 
talks too much.” 


36. WELLS 


Question: Have you heard the story of the 
three holes in the ground? 
Answer: , No. 
Inquirer: Well! Well! Weil! 
37. TELEGRAPH WONDERFUL 
A rather uninformed type of woman some- 


Show got the impression that she could send 
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things to her son in France by telegraph, so 
she went to the telegraph office and asked the 
operator if he could send a pair of stockings to 
her son in France. He said, “Why, certainly, 
Madam, would you like the old ones back?” 
And she said, “Yes, that would be fine.” So he 
goes into a closet and takes of his own socks 
and puts hers on and comes back in about a 
minute handing her the old socks. She received 
them gratefully and said, “Isn’t the telegraph 
_ wonderful?” 


38. POST OFFICE 


“Sammy,” said the traveler to a colored lad 
on the street, “where is the post office?” “How 
do you know my name is Sammy?” asked the 
darky. “I guessed it,” said the traveler. “Then 
guess where the post office is,” sassed back 
Sammy. 

39. CORN 


A visionary fellow began a yarn like this: 
“Corn grows so fast in lowa that a boy 
climbed up on a stock to get an ear and before 
he could get down it grew him up in the air 
out of sight,” He was confronted with this 
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question, “How did you know he was up there 
if you could not see him?” Answer, “He kept 
throwing down ears of corn.” 


40. FIFTY-FIFTY 


A certain employer came to his business 
office one morning to find $10 gone from his 
desk drawer. He called his office boy in and 
said, “How’s this? There was $10 in here last 
night and now there is nothing, and you and 
I are the only ones who have a key to this 
drawer.” “Well,” replied the lad hesitatingly, 
‘s’pose you put in $5 and I put in $5 and we 
say nothing about it?” 


41. SALOON SIGN 


A small boy saw a man drunk fallen flat on 
the sidewalk in front of a saloon. He stuck his 
head into the saloon door and cried out, “Say, 
Mister, your sign has fell down.” 


42. BASHFUL 
A little boy was asked why he was so bash- 


ful. He replied, “I guess it was father’s fault, — 
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for I heard mother say if father hadn’t been 
so bashful I’d been two years older.” 


43. DADDY REBUKED 


One of the greatest rebukes a sporting 
daddy ever got for being home so little was 
having his four-year-old sonny say to him as 
he was leaving home one evening, “Bye, bye, 
daddy, come and see us again.” 


44. ALL MUST GET OFF 


A lazy old darky lay in the hot sun. The 
flies nearly covered his face, for his skin was 
thick, and besides, he was too idle to raise his 
_ hand and shoo them off. So it went for a time 
until a hornet lit among the flies and stung his 
nose hard. At this he swiped his swarthy palm 
over his entire head, saying impatiently, “Since 
SOME of you don’t behave, you ALL must git 
off.” 


45. SEVENTEEN CHILDREN 
At a circus gate a poor father with 17 chil- 


dren said to the ticket vendor, “I have 17 chil- 
dren. Can’t you let them in to see the mon- 
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keys for half price?” 

“You have 17 children?” queried the circus 
man. “Yes, I have,’ meekly replied the father. 
“Then Ill bring the monkeys out to see you 
all,” responded the monkey man. 


46. LOST MOTION 
More lost motion than a dog’s tail. 
47. STICK 


Motto of a postage stamp: “The secret of 
success is sticking to it.” 


48. TWO CHILDREN 


An old lady, upon inquiry, made reply as 
follows: “I have two children, one living, and 
one married.” 


49. GOING TO HAVE A WIFE 


Little Johnnie, who had heard that Eve was 
made from the rib of Adam, was seen one day 
with his hand on his side, apparently in pain. 
When asked by his mother what the trouble © 
ane replied, “I’m ’fraid I’m going to have | 
a wife.” 
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50. PAD THE PANTS 


A small boy was being measured by a tailor 
for his first suit of ready-made clothes. The 
tailor asked him, among other things, if he 
wanted the shoulders padded. “No,” said 
Willie significantly, “pad the pants.” 


51. SELF PUNISHMENT 


A father said to his small son, “This licking 
I am going to give you will hurt me more than 
it will you, Sonny.” The lad replied, “Well, 
Dad, don’t be too rough on yourself. I ain’t 
worth it.” 
52. TWINS 


A minister remarked to a little girl that he 
understood GOD sent her two more little 
brothers and her reply was, “Yes, and father 
says only GOD knows where the money is 
coming from to support them.” 


53. A TATTLE TALE 


The minister in a small country village told 
the mother of four-year-old Mottie that the 
boy used profane !anguage when passing the 
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clergyman’s house one morning, while driving 
the cow to pasture. The cow ran up on the 
preacher’s terraced lawn and Mottie took after 
her with his whip to drive her off so she would 
not injure the grass. As he did so he said, 
“Get off there, you damned old democrat!” evi- 
dently copying from his daddy, who was an 
ardent Republican. This was what the minis- 
ter told the mother in strictest whispered con- 
fidence. So the mother took the boy one day 
soon thereafter, and told him she had heard 
he used profane language, not referring to 
anything or any time in particular, but just in 
a general way, so she could protect the minis- 
ter’s confidence. Instantly the alert boy caught 
on and said, “I know who told you, the minis- 
ter.” The mother was forced to admit, but 
turned the point by saying, “God always hears 
everything—He is everywhere.” “Well,” said 
Mottie, “I don’t care if God does hear, He ain’t 
so big a tattle-tale as the minister.” 
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CHAPTER IIL 
BUSINESS MEN’S STORIES 
“They laugh that win.”——-Shakespeare. 
1. BUSINESS DULL 


A young lawyer with little business left his 
office and pinned on the door a note which 
read: “Will return at 2:30 P. M.” A joking 


friend saw it and wrote underneath these 


_ words, “What for?” 


oe 


2. A POOR BUSINESS LOCATION 


“How iss business?” “Very poor, noding’s 
doing.” “Vell, vy don’t you?” “Mein himmel, 
how kin I, mit a fire goompany on von side, a 
fire goompany on de odder side, undt a 
schwimmin school on top? I shall haf to 
move.” —The Funny Bone 


3. TWO KINDS OF INCOME 


“What is your husband’s average income?” 
said a revenue man, mistaking his party, to a 
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poor Irish woman. “His average income, eh? 
Well, I think I should say about midnight.” 


4. PRESENCE OF MIND 


A Jew was telling his version of a train 
wreck. He said: “The train went off the 
track, crashed down over an embankment. It 
went over and over, and then stopped. I was 
insured and my wife, Rebecca, she was in- 
sured. I didn’t get a scratch. I looked at Re- 
becca, and she didn’t get a scratch, and if I 
hadn’t had the presence of mind to kick her i in 
the face we wouldn’t got a cent.” 


5. SPLITTING THE DIFFERENCE 


While bartering with a rather ignorant but 
smart country woman over the price of a cow. 
she had to sell, the sharp commission mer- 
chant said, “Well, I'll split the difference,” to 
which she shot this at him, “You can split the 
difference wall you want to, but I shan’t take a 


cent less.” 
6. PARTNERS 


Two darkies were running a country black 
smith shop as partners. They dissolved part= 
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nership and one of them without the consent 
of the other put a notice in the weekly paper 
saying that those owing the firm would please 
pay him and those whom the firm owed would 
please send bills to his partner. 


7. FRENCHMAN’S PUMP 


A French-Canadian storekeeper in Northern 
New Hampshire had ordered a pump from 
wholesalers in Boston. When it came, he 
wrote back this letter: “Gentlemen: I get the 
pump which I by from you, but why for gods- 
sake you doan sen me no handle. I loose to 
me my customer, shure thing you doan treat 
me rite. I wate 10 days and my customer he 
holler for water like hell for pump. You no 
he is hot summer now and the win he no blow 
the pump. She got no handle so wat the hell 
I mean to do with it. Doan send me the handle 
pretty quick I send her back and i goan order 
some pump from other companie. Goodby. 

Yours truly, 
Antonio Dutra. 

P.S. Since i write, i find the goddam handle 

in the box, excuse to me.” 
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8. TOO LONG TO WAIT 


On receiving a telegraphic order for a car- 
load of watermelons, the wholesalers in Bos- 
ton wired their customer in Rhode Island that 
they could not ship the melons until he paid 
for the last crate. The retailer replied: “Then 
_ cancel my order—too long to wait.” 


9. COUNT IT 


An old Jew put a roll of bills in the hands of 
his only son, who was just coming 21 years of 
age, saying, “Here, Ike, is $100 that your poor 
old fadder vants to gif you to begin on. Now 
Ike, my dear boy, take it, keep it, get more to 
put with it. Be a fine business man like your 
fadder. And, Ike, my boy, tell me now vat 
will you do with it FIRST?” In good Yid- 
dish accents with both hands up, the son re- 
plied, “COUNT it.” 


10. ADVERTISING 
The smaller the egg the greater the cackle. 


| 11. BONDS 
A colored preacher during the war was ex- 
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horting to aid the sale of Liberty Bonds. He 
discoursed as follows: “There are many kinds 
of bonds. There are the bonds of slavery from 
which we are FREED. There are the bonds 
of matrimony which we must ENDURE, and 
there are the Liberty Bonds which we must 
BUY. 


12. TWO NICKELS 


A passenger on a trolley car got up from his 
seat and handed a nickel to the conductor. “I 
have your nickel,” said the conductor. “I know 
it,” said the passenger, “but this is for the 
Company.” 


13. SQUEAKY AXLE 


I used to hear my father say, “It’s the 
squeaky axle that gets the grease,” to illus- 
trate the advantage of making a noise for what 
one wants. 


14. CONGRESSMAN WIND 


Congressman Wind is such a light weight 
he has to carry rocks in his pockets to keep 
his feet on the ground. 
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15. OFFICE-SEEKER’S HEADSTONE 


A man who had spent all his life seeking 
office died and this was put on his headstone, 
“Here lies John Brown in the only place he 
didn’t seek.” 


16. SPEED LIMIT 


A hermit who had lived far up one of the 
uninhabited mountains in New Hampshire for 
twenty-five years without coming down, fin- 
ally made up his mind that he would go to the 
nearest village to see what changes had been 
made. So he yoked up his oxen and rumbled 
slowly down the mountain side. After several 
hours of traveling he came to the village. As 
he did so, he observed for the first time in his 
life a sign which read, “SPEED LIMIT 15 
MILES PER HOUR,” and he began licking 
his oxen, exclaiming, “Gosh, I’m ’fraid I can’t 
make it.” 


17. THE SIGHTS 


A gaily dressed load of high-toned Packard 
tourists from Boston asked a gentle old lady 
who lived alone in Sunapee in a remote rural 
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corner of New Hampshire, “Isn’t it awful to 
live away back up here alone?” Cheerfully the 
old lady spoke, “No, sometimes I go to Boston 
to see the SIGHTS, and sometimes the 
SIGHTS come to see me.” 


18. WILL CONTEST 


“What are you doing these days?” said one 
man to another. “Contesting my wife’s will,” 
was the answer. “I didn’t know she was dead,” 
said the first, to which the second replied, “She 


. isn’t.” 


19. AUDIENCE SUFFERS 


A famous singer was asked why she always 
closed her eyes when she sang. She shocked 
her questioner when she responded, “So that 
I cannot see my audience suffer.” 


20. BEING INTRODUCED AS 
SPEAKER 


After a flattering introduction by a friend, 
a poor speaker told this story. A lover said 
to his really very plain-looking sweetheart, 
“You are the handsomest girl in all the world.” 


ER 
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She ran at once to a mirror and looked at her- 
self again for a minute and then said, “Thank 
God, love is blind.” 


21. THE DOLLAR 


“Tye lost a dollar. It must be right around 
here somewhere. A dollar won’t go far now- 
adays.” 


22. ON BACK SEAT 


A very religious Scotchman who, in spite of 
being Scotch, contributed a certain amount 
each Sunday to the church, is said to have sat 
in a back pew in order to have the use of his 
money so much longer. 


23. A PRAYER 


From our traducers and introducers, may 
the good Lord deliver us. 


24. HIT ME AGAIN 


An after-dinner speaker had his table au- 
dience bored almost to slumbers because he 
had spoken so long. He was a distinguished 


speaker and the toastmaster timidly indulged — 
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him to the point of desperation. Finally, the 
latter made up his mind that he would have 
to call him to order so he raised his mallet in 
an effort to bang the table. In doing so, he lost 
_ his balance and let his mallet come down hard 
on the bald head of a guest sitting near him. 
The guest was rendered unconscious or nearly 
so, but presently said in a weak whisper, “Hit 
me again, I still hear him.” 


25. SMALL EGGS — 


A city lady, seeing that the eggs served her 
for her breakfast were pretty small, observed, 
“Probably they took ’em out of the nest too 
soon.” 


26. SUPPER TIME 


A mother cow and her baby calf were ly- 
ing peaceably in the yard by an old farm barn 
when a bull ran down the road. The calf sprang 
up and dashed away after this male disturber, 
leaving its mother behind. The wise old farmer 
observing the performance, shouted at the 
calf, “Go it, you darn fool, you'll be sorry 
when supper-time comes.” 
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27. IT PAYS TO KICK 


A milk man stealthily watering his milk in 
the dusk of the evening, dipped into a brook 
for his water, and thereby scooped up two 
frogs which found their way, accordingly, into 
two cans of milk and water. The covers were 
put on the cans and they were set away for 
the night for early delivery in the morning. 
One frog saw his predicament, saw that he 
could not possibly live all night, gave up the 
ghost, and died. The other frog, of a different 
temperament, began kicking and kept on kick- 
ing. In the morning when the milk man opened 
the can the second frog sat serenely on a hunk 
of butter he had churned, hopped out and 
saved his life. The other had spoiled the milk. 


28. PESSIMIST 


A real pessimist, if you want to see one, is 
a farmer after he has traded horses with an 
optimist. 


29. HEALTHY TOWN 


A town in California was advertised as being 
so healthy that only one man had died in it in 
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twenty years, and that was the Undertaker, 
who starved to death. 


30. FALSE ECONOMY 


An old Irish woman sent to her son in 
France by mail a parcel in which was enclosed 
the following note: “Pat, I’m sending your 
vest to youse. They tell me I must put postage 
stamps on it according to weight, so I’ve cut 
off all the buttons. Your loving Mother.” 
Then she adds a postscript saying, “You will 
find the buttons in the top right pocket of the 
vest.” 


31. MIXED LANGUAGE 


When did your Uncle Daniel die? Answer: 
“If he had lived ’till next August, he’d been 
dead six months.” 


32. JANE FELL OUT 


An old Scotchman and his wife were stroll- 
ing along the Beach at Atlantic City. They 
came across a place where people were being 
taken up in an airship. The Scotchman of 
course inquired the price. He found it was $15 
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each for fifteen minutes. He bartered with 
the pilot to the point of exasperation and was 
finally told that the pilot would take them both 
up for $10, provided the Scotchman would pay 
$1 extra for each word he spoke. The pilot 
determined to make him talk when he got in 
the air. He put him through hazardous stunts, 
including loop the loop, tail spin, the letter 
“S,” etc. When they alighted, the pilot said, 
“Well, you have me. You never spoke a word,” 
to which the Scotchman replied, “Yes I ken, 
but it was awful hard on me when Jane fell 
out.” 


33. GOOD GOLF SCORE 


A golf novice came in one day from a game, 
remarking that he had made it in 65. It was 
an 18-hole course. His hearers expressed 
amazement and doubt at such a small score, 
to which he replied: “Yes, I certainly made 
it in 65, and if it’s a good day tomorrow, I’m 
going out and do the SECOND hole.” 


34. GETTING OUT OF HOLES 


A man about to die said he wanted his Ford 
buried with him. When asked why he made 
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this request, he said that his Ford had gotten 
him out of every other hole he had ever been 
in. 
35. NO CLUBS UNDER A SOUR 
APPLE TREE 

I used to hear my father say, “You don’t find 
any clubs under a sour apple tree.” This as a 
consolation to one who is being clubbed by 
critics and slanderers. 


36. HASH 
Enjoying a speaker is like enjoying hash. 
One must have confidence in him. 
37. COWARDS 


If conscience makes cowards of us all, there 
are a host of heroes. 


38. THE AVERAGE 


A preacher was heard to tell this mathe- 
matically impossible story: “I often preach 
better than my average sermon, but never 
poorer.” 
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39. RAGGED 


There was a man whose clothing was so 
ragged that they said he had to carry his 
money in his mouth. 


40. THE LONGER THE SPOKE 


A long sermon is sometimes likened to the 
wheel of a bicycle in this way, “The longer 
the spoke, the greater the tire.” 


41. NO SPEAKER 


I confess I am no speaker and my other 
habits are good. 


42. SPEAKING VS. ENJOYMENT 


The “breaks” of rural candor are always — 
humorous. A country church deacon at a 
church social, rapped for order and said: “Shall 
we begin the speaking now or shall we enjoy 
ourselves a little longer?” 


43. SPEAKING TO POSTERITY 


A speaker became irritated because many of — 
his audience had been retired through the — 
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door by a very long speech, and to the few 
who were left, he said it was apparent that he 
was talking ahead of the times, that his mes- 
sage was for posterity, in fact, he was address- 
ing the next generation. By this time the 
janitor, the last in the hall, shouted, “If you 
talk much longer your audience will be here.” 


44. NEW SKY PIECE 


A woman bought a new sky piece and went 
to her husband’s office. She stood around for 
half an hour and then rode home with him. 
After they were in the house he said: “Take 
that damned thing off.” She at once fell to 
hugging and kissing him. He said, “What’s 
the idea?” She replied, “I am so happy that 
you even NOTICED it.” 


45. RABBIT STORY 


Postal workers all like this one: A colored 
porter was transferring parcel post at a rail- 
road junction in the country from one car to 
another. In doing so, he came across a Bel- 
gian hare or rabbit in a crate. While handling 
it he broke a slat from the crate and the rabbit 
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hopped out. It started to run for dear life, 
across the track, across the road, over the wall, 
and then like lightning across the field for the 
woods. The darky stood eyeing him calmly 
with the tag on the crate held tightly in his 


hand in his vest pocket. “Go it, you darn 


fool,” shouted the darky. “You may THINK 
you know where your're goin’, but you DON’T; 
I’ve got your ADDRESS right here in ny 
pocket.” 


46. MONUMENT TO A COW 


A farmer in South Carolina who had been 
mulcted by the Chicago Commission Mer- 
chants for years and had become wild with 
rage against them, was told to raise a crop of 
watermelons and the freight and sales com- 
missions would not be so bad. So he did. He 
sent a full carload of nice ones to the big city 
and after considerable time had elapsed he 
received from his commission merchant as 
proceeds after all expenses, only $3.75. This 
was the last straw. He immediately returned 
this exasperatingly small check with the fol- 
lowing endorsement, “I return your check. 


Please deposit it to start a fund to build a | 
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monument to the cow that kicked over the lan- 
tern that burned up your damn city.” 


47. SKINNED FOR FASHION 


A money-drained husband was passing a 
shop window exhibit of an anti-fur-wearing so- 
ciety being sponsored by the Humane So- 
ciety. He saw displayed skins of foxes, skins 
of squirrels, skins of birds, etc., and over them 
the sign, “We’ve been skinned to make women 
look fashionable.” The passing husband 
stopped and said, “You have nothing on me, 
so have I.” 


48. BEATING A LAWYER 


“The lawyer for Greene’s estate got nearly 
all the property himself.” “Didn’t the widow 
get but little?” “Yes, she got it all finally, but 
she had to marry the lawyer to do it.” 


49. BLACK AND WHITE 


A southern darky, being asked what breed 
of chickens he considered best, replied: “All 
kinds are good, but de w’ite ones is de easiest 
to find. Nevertheless de black ones is de 
easiest to hide away after you catch ’em.” 
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50. CARELESS WITH THE TRUTH 


A private asked his captain if he could not 
get off duty on Monday to help his sick wife 
wash. The captain replied: “Your wife was 
in here a few days ago and said she wanted 
you kept on duty; that when you get off you 
hang around drunk and are a nuisance.” At 
this the private started away dejected. Swing- 
ing around suddenly he saluted the captain 
again, asking, “May I have one more word?” 
“Certainly,” replied the captain. “Captain,” he 
said, “someone is getting careless with the 
truth, for I haven’t any wife.” 


51. THE SAFEST PLACE 


A novice at golf was driving off. He swung 
fiercely and deeply ploughed the dirt but did 
not hit the ball. From the disgorged earth ants 


q 


crawled up on the ball and remained there © 


while he took his second swing, only to plough 


up a furrow on the opposite side of the little — 
sphere. Then other ants crawled up. The — 


first party of ants on the ball said to the new © 


arrivals, “It’s lucky we came up here or we'd 
all been killed.” 
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52. NOT BALKY 


Sambo, the darky owner of a balky horse 
which he hoped to trade, insisted that the ani- 
mal was not balky. “But,” said Sambo, “he is 
so darn ’fraid I will say ‘whoa’ and he won’t 
hear it, that he stops every little while to 
listen.” 

53. SKINNED 

Man is the only animal that can be skinned 
and still live. 

54. COOKING 


Speaking of cooking, no one likes to be 
roasted, but some don’t mind being stewed. 


55. COCO COLD 


An old gentleman, dining at a restaurant, 
said to his country waitress, “My coco is cold.” 
To which he received this snap-back, “Then 
put on your hat.” 


56. HOGS’ SQUEAL 


The efficiency experiments of the meat-pack- 
ing houses have gone to such an extreme that 
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now it is said they are thinking of canning 
the squeal of hogs to sell to defeated poli- 
ticians, 


57. A SECRET 


A wag in a crowd knocked against an ac- 
tress and jostled her. She said, “Sir, ’'d have 
you know I’m an actress.” The wag whis- 
pered, “I'll keep your secret.” 


58. NOT PASSABLE | 


In an old newspaper in the South there is 
found this description of a muddy road: 
“This road is not passable, 
It’s not even jackassable.” 


59. LET "EM WALK 


A book agent was attempting to sell an en- 
cyclopaedia to Pat. In so doing, he argued, 
“Now, Pat, you have children who are just 
beginning to go to School, and you should cer- 
tainly buy them an encyclopaedia.” To this, 
Pat rejoined, “I’ll do nothing of the sort; ri 
let ’em walk as I used to.” 
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60. FOOLING A COW 


It seems that an ultra-scientific fancy farmer 
whose name I will not disclose, had a cow 
that would jump all fences. He invented this 
device: He fitted onto the eyes of his frac- 
tious butter-maker binocular goggles that were 
so adjusted as to make objects a half mile 
away look as if they were close. The thus de- 
luded Jersey would think she saw close to 
her a fence, which really was far away, and 
then she would stand and jump high in the 
air, as if going over a fence. When she came 
down, she went to feeding contentedly, as if 
she had done her stunt. If, perchance, she 
spied the fence again as she looked up, she 
would jump again, but all the while the fence 
was not there at all. This story was told in 
a recent Maine election with an obvious moral. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


MATRIMONY, LAW, LIQUOR AND 
LEFT-OVERS 


“Always laugh when you can; it is cheap 
medicine.” —Byron 


1. MATRIMONY 


A priest preached a sermon on “Matri- 


_. mony.” Mrs. Patrick McQuire was asked how 


she liked the sermon. “It was a foine sermon,” 
. said she, “a splendid sermon that Father 

_ preached, but I’d enjoyed it a dale more if I 
hadn’t known so much more about matrimony 
than he does.” 


2. HAPPIER IF IGNORANT 


An ordinarily meek little husband once hav- 
ing become over-exasperated, fired up his tem- 
per, stamped his foot, and thus addressed his 
wife: “Once and for all, I demand to know 
who is master in this house?” The wife 
quietly retorted, “But you'll be happier if you 
don’t find out.” 
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3. MARRIED 


An orator said, “A man who gives in when 
he is wrong, is wise. A man who gives in when 
he is right, is,’"-—“MARRIED,” cried a voice 
in the audience. 


4. TALK TOO MUCH 


Have you heard that beautiful Swedish le- 
gend of the courtship of Olaf and Christina? 
Well, they were simple, rustic lovers, bashful 
and timid. One beautiful Sunday afternoon 
Olaf was taking Christina to ride in the open 
wagon behind a steady old horse. They rode 
on and on and on, thinking and looking, but 
Olaf said nothing and Christina said nothing; 
and still they rode on, and on, and on. They 
continued to ride on, and on, Christina hoping 
and Olaf trying to master his courage. Fi- 
nally Olaf broke the silence by popping, “Chris- 
tina, will you marry me?” And Christina, 
quick as a flash, said “Yes.” Thereupon, deep 
silence prevailed again. They rode on, and on, 
and on, and Olaf said nothing and Christina 
said nothing; and still they rode on, and on, 
and Olaf said nothing, and Christina said 
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nothing. Olaf was fearful and trembling, 
Christina suppressing her delight yet anxious. 
Finally, Christina had to break the—silence, 
saying, “Olaf, ain’t you going to talk some 
more?” And Olaf said, “I TINK I TALK 
TOO MUCH A’READY.” 


5. GENERALLY SPEAKING 
A school lad was given a subject, “Woman,” 


on which to make an impromptu speech. He , 


began, “Woman! Generally speaking, a woman 
is—generally speaking.” Here he broke down. 


' 6. LADIES’ CLOTHES 


Formerly women had beautiful clothes but 
no style. Now they have beautiful style but 
no clothes. 


7. LOUD SPEAKERS 


An old country character nearly laughed his 
head off when in a radio store for the first 
time, he chanced to look back in one end of 
a music room to see his wife, Samanthy, stand- 
ing under a sign which read, “All kinds of loud 
speakers for sale.” She refused to see the joke, 
however. 
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8 RARE GIFTS 


“Your husband is a man of rare gifts,” said 
one wife to another. “Yes,” she replied, “His 
gifts are altogether too rare, in fact, he rarely 
gives me anything.” 


9. OVER ANXIOUS 


An elderly maiden answered the telephone 
and heard these words in a male voice: “Will 
you marry me?” She replied, “Yes, who is it, 
please?” 


10. BETTER HALF 


Some marry to get a BETTER HALF and 
some remain single to have BETTER 
QUARTERS. 


11. SHE ENJOYS IT 


“T wouldn’t think you’d let your wife strike 
you like that,” said the husband’s friend one 
day as he observed her hit him over the head 
with her umbrella several times. “Well,” said 
the patient but rugged husband, “It don’t hurt 
ME any, and SHE enjoys it.” 
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12. MEN LAUGH MOST 


Women never like this conundrum but 
stories have to hit both ways: “Why do men 
laugh more than women?” Answer: “They 
have more to laugh at.” 


13. MATTER OF OPINION 


“Does your wife sing?” asked the minister 
of anew-comer. “That’s a matter of opinion,” 
was the answer. 


14. WIFE’S MIND GONE 


It seems that a Doctor once told a certain 
husband that his wife’s mind was nearly gone, 
and at this information he received the rather 
unexpected reply: “It ought to be; she’s been 
giving me pieces of it for thirty years.” 


15. CITY HUSSIES 


An old lady from the rural districts observed 
her husband at a city’s busy corner on a windy 
. day, staring at the sights. “David,” she ex- 
postulated, “the way you stare at the limbs of 
these city hussies is something scandalous. 
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One would think you had never seen legs 
afore.” “Gee, Sarah, that’s what I’ve been 
A’THINKIN’.” 


16. AN APPLE A DAY 


A husband whose wife was being clandes- 
tinely courted by the Doctor, brough a barrel 
of apples when he head that “An apple a day 
keeps the doctor away.” 


17. WIFE STEALING 


A fellow said he dreamed one night that a 
stranger seized his wife and ran with her as 
fast as he could go. When asked what he 
dreamed he did or said at such a calamity, he 
replied, “I hollered and asked him what the 
deuce he was RUNNING for.” . 


18. CHINESE BABIES 


A man who had gotten into the worry habit 
chanced to read somewhere that every third 
baby born in the world was a Chinese baby, so 
he began to worry the more, reflecting that his 
wife had two babies already. 
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19. HOT DAY 


A German and his wife were seated on a 
New York park bench on a very sultry after- 
noon, complaining of the heat and the trials of 
earthly existence in general. The wife says, 
“Yacob, it vas so hot dot I vish I vas in 
Heaven.” “So,” said Jacob, “It vas so hot dot 
I vish I vas in a nice peer garden.” “Dot’s 
shust it,” replied the wife, “You vas always 
vishing for de best of it.” 


(After Dinner Scraps) 
20. HAPPINESS 


His wife: “I love to watch the children at 
play. They seem so happy.” Her husband: 
“Why shouldn’t they be happy? They don’t 
OWE a cent and they won’t be MARRIED 
for many years to come.” 


21. RECRUITING 


An Englishwoman was making a speech in 
war times. She was stressing her own patriot- 
ism and sacrifices. She said, “I have lost four 
husbands in this cruel war myself.” A widower 
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in the audience called out, “Are you still re- 
cruiting ?” 


22. EGG FLIRTATION 


A darky bought a dozen eggs, and when he 
got home with them he found that on one of 
these eggs was the address of a lady, and the 
words, “Please write.” When asked if he did 
write this lady, the darky answered, “No, when 
I opened that egg I concluded she must be a 
very old lady, so I didn’t write.” 


23. DULL PARTY - 


A fellow of non-society tendencies was fre- 
quently dragged to parties by his wife, a social 
climber. He was bored to death by an after- 
noon tea party on one occasion and besides 
was not feeling any too well. He stood around 
until his legs ached. At last he began sidling 
gradually toward an exit, thinking he might 
slip out quietly and not be noticed. As he was 
about to make a dash he observed another man 
apparently in the same mood as he, so he said 
to him in a whisper, “Ain’t this the dullest 
party you ever saw? I’ve a good mind to skip 
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out of this side door and go home.” The other 
fellow replied, “I'd go too if I wasn’t the host.” 


24. A LONG STAY 


“I see by the papers that your wife has gone 
to the Thousand Islands for her health, how 
long is she going to stay?” ‘The worn-out 
husband replied, “I don’t know, but I advised 
her to spend a week on each island.” 


25. HIS WORST EXPERIENCE 


A lady autoist ran over a man, her machine 
stopping with him snarled up, more or less 
mangled, underneath it. She assisted in pull- 
ing him out, and pityingly asked him questions 
of identity, and so forth. When she asked him 
if he had a wife, he feebly replied, “No, this is 
the worst scrape I was ever in.” 


26. POCKET HAND 


A young gent said to his sweetheart’s 
father, “I want to ask you for your daughter’ Ss 
| hand.” “Go to it, boy,” the old man said, “take _ 
| _ the hand that’s always in my pocket.” if 
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27. GROWL AND SNORE 


A certain husband had the blues, and whined 
his feelings by saying, “A husband leads a 
dog’s life.” His wife only gave him this com- 
fort, “You are just right, he growls all day and 
snores all night.” 


28. WELL OFF SINGLE 


A wife whose husband had told her he could 
not afford the money she asked for a gown, 
indignantly snarled back, “Didn’t you tell me 
you were WELL OFF before I married you?” 
The husband plaintively replied, “I WAS, but 
I didn’t know it.” 


29. MONEY AND LOVE GONE 


The wife was getting cold toward her hus- 
band and he saw it. He said to her, “Didn't 
there USE to be something about me you 
liked?” She answered, “Yes, but you’ve spent 


it.” 
30. PIPE ON PIANO 


Father: “Daughter, who was here with you 
last night?” Daughter: Only my girl friend, 
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Myrtle.” Father: “Well, you tell Myrtle she 
left her pipe on the piano.” 


31. SOME LIAR 


When asked in court on the witness stand 
if he regarded another witness as a liar, a 
cautious old farmer said: “Well, I don’t know 
as I would want to call him a liar, but those 
as knows him down our way do say that when 
he wants his pigs to come for their feed he 
has to git somebody else to call ’em.” 


32. SHARING THE PLUNDER 


An old negro was charged in a West Indian 
police court with chicken stealing, and the 
magistrate said: “Where’s your: lawyer?” 
“Ain’t got none, sah.” “But you ought to have 
one,” returned the Court. “I'll assign one to 
defend you.” “No, sah, no sah, please don’t 
do dat,” begged the defendant. “Why not?” 
persisted the magistrate. “It won’t cost you 
anything. Why don’t you want a lawyer?” 
“Well, I'll tell you, sah,” said the old man 
confidentially, “Ah wants ter enjoy them 
chickens mahself.” ‘i 
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33. WALK THE FACTS 


An old country lawyer in ye olden times in 
New England was talking to a group of young 
lawyers, and among other things he advised 
them thus, “I have always made it my prac- 
- tice,” said he, “ in the fifty years I’ve been at 
the bar, to first find out what the law is and 
then walk the facts up to it.” 


34. LAWYER AND HIS WITNESSES 


A young lawyer in a small place in Texas 
once said, “If business don’t pick up pretty 
soon I’m going to take my witnesses and move 

out of town.” 


35. LOOKING LIKE A LAWYER 


A woman went into a country lawyer’s office 
and accosted the man she found there thus: 
“Be you the lawyer?” “Yes, madam,” was the 
reply. “But you don’t look like a lawyer,” 
she persisted,” to which he plaintively replied, 
“Wouldn’t anybody if he could help it.” 


36. RECEIPT NECESSARY 
A native American Indian of Oklahoma by 
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the name of Piute demanded a receipt when he 
paid a bill to his lawyer. The legal man said, 
“Oh, that is not necessary at all, Pll cross it 
off my books, it will be all right.” But the 
red-skin persisted until the attorney inquired 
his reason, when he got that reason, it was 
as follows: “When I go to Heben and Peter 
asks me if I pay my debts, and I hab no receipt 
to prove it, I hab to hunt all over Hell to find 
you.’ 


37. TEACHING A LESSON 


A darky was on the scaffold ready to be 
hung for murder. When asked what he had 
to say, he replied: “This will certainly teach 
me a lesson.” 


38. CHICKEN COOP 


Nigger in Washington Police Court: The 
Judge said, “Rastus Brown, if I discharge you 
this time, do you think-you can walk the 
straight and narrow path hereafter?” The old 
darky replied, “Yessuh, Jedge, yessuh, ah sho 
can ef de path doan go by no chicken coop.” 
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39. DEFINITION OF A LAWYER'S 
CONTINGENT FEE 


The most humorous definition of a lawyer’s 
“CONTINGENT FEE” is as follows: “If 
I don’t win your case, I get nothing. If I do, 
YOU get nothing.” 


40. THE USUAL LAWSUIT 


An old cartoon in the early days of car- 
toonery pictured two farmers, one pulling at a 
cow’s tail in one direction, the other pulling 
the cow by her horns in the opposite direction, 
while a lawyer sat on each side of the cow 
serenely milking away as the owners of the 
beast fought for her possession. Presently the 
tail came off in the hands of one farmer, and 
the horns came off in the hands of the other, 
but the lawyer kept on milking the cow. 


41. SETTLING OUT OF COURT 


The judge asked two respondents if the case 
before him could not be settled out of court, 
saying that is usually the best policy for both. 
Mulligan, one of the two, replied “That’s what 
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we were trying to do, Your Honor, when the 
blooming cop butted in.” 


42, LAWYER’S SIGN: 


An old lawyer in Skowhegan, Maine, once 
had on his door this sign, “Attorney and Con- 
soler at Law.” 


43. TAPPED 


A colored wife was informed by a colored 
doctor that her husband had dropsy and must 
be “TAPPED.” She protested, saying “You 
shan’t do it, nothing ever lasts a week in this 
house after it’s tapped.” 


44. INTOXICATED 
He can get intoxicated by his own eloquence. 
That’s. why he is a prohibitionist. 
45. FOUR FULL YEARS 


Two parents in conversation: “Did your 
son spend four full years in college?” Annes 
“No, he didn’t drink much his senior year.” 


46. BACK IN THE BARREL 
It is said that a drunkard who was always 
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chock full of liquor finally died, and the ques- 
tion arose as to where he should be buried 
when a wag came along, overheard the dispute, 
and interrupted by saying, “Why bury him at 
all? Why not pour him back in the barrel?” 


47. A KICK IN IT 


A concern advertised a recipe for a drink 
with a kick in it for 25 cents. A sucker an- 
swered the advertisement and received the 
following: “Take a quart of water, catch a 
grasshopper and put in it.” 


48. “HIM OR HER”’—SPEECH 


A pure milk bill was pending in the legisla- 
ture of a New England State. It was proposed 
to establish an arbitrary standard of quality 
below which milk would be condemned. One 
farmer representative spoke to the point that 
“some cows, honest cows,” might not give milk 
up to that standard, even if it were not 
adulterated. To this another country member 
replied with force and dignity: “If there be 
any cow in this commonwealth that shall not 
give forth milk in due season up to the 
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standard of my bill let HIM OR HER be led 
to the slaughter house.” 


49. “20-MINUTE LIMIT” 


A visiting preacher asked the local deacon 
how long he should preach. The deacon 
drawled out, “You will speak just as long as 
you want to, of course. I’m sure our people 
will be glad to hear all you have to say. But 
it has been our experience in this church that 
no souls are saved after twenty minutes.” 


50. MORE LIGHT AND LESS NOISE 

On a black midnight, in a raging thunder- 
storm, a Quaker came to the ford of a swollen 
stream. The thunder-claps were deafening, 
but the flashes were too brief to guide his way 
across the torrent. At length he knelt on the 
bank and this was his prayer: “If it is just the 
same to Thee, Lord, give me a little less noise 
and a little more light.” 


51. A HOLLOW LOG 


In a Kansas cyclone a man crawled into a 
hollow log. The rain swelled the log so that 
he was imprisoned therein. He began to pre- 
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pare to die. He thought over everything he 
had done so bad as to entitle him to such a 
death. It finally occurred to him that, though 
a very hard-shelled Republican, he at one time 
voted the Democratic ticket. He said this 
made him feel so small he crawled right out. 


52. MUDGUARD IN POLITICS 


A student taking an examination in automo- 
bile mechanics at an auto school in war times 
was cailed upon to answer this question, 
“What is a mudguard?” His answer was 
technically wrong, but practically right. He 
said, “It is a necessary equipment for entering 
politics.” 

53. SLEEPING IN CHURCH 


A clergyman met a former parishioner on 
the street one Monday, stopped and conversed 
with him to ask why he didn’t come to church, 
saying he had not seen him of late. The 
parishioner replied that he had not been feel- 
ing well, was run down, and the Doctor had 
advised him to do his SLEEPING in the open 
air, 
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54. FRIENDS FIGHT 


Said old Mr. Mends 
To old Mr. Might 
The closer the friends 
The bigger the fight. 


55. TUMULTUOUS 


A colored fellow came home from a very gay 
party and was asked if he had a tumultuous 
time. He replied, “Not TOO multuous, but 
just multuous enough.” 


56. ARRIVED AT TWENTY-ONE 


A maiden lady was asked her age, and she 
very coyly replied, “I’ve just arrived at 21.” 
The saucy questioner very ungallantly re- 
marked, “Then you must have been delayed 
somewhere.” 


57. RED CROSS MUFFINS 


Lady: “Are you the same young man who 
ate so many of my bran muffins at the Red 
Cross in France?” Service Lad: “No, and 
what’s worse, the Doctor says I never will be.” 
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58 FRITTERS 


A raw country girl was learning to “wait on 
table” at a fashionable hotel, and, like her 
kind, was determined to be very polite and ex- 
tremely obliging whatever else she might not 
be able to do. She served her airy breakfast 
guest one morning with fritters, and so taking 
the syrup pitcher she began making polite 
rotary gestures with it over the fritters, asking 
sweetly as she did so, “round and round? or 
in puddles?” 


59. ZIG-ZAGGING 


A colored soldier while in France was told 
to go to the front where shooting was going 
on to deliver a message. He was directed to 
zig-zag his course as he would be less likely 
to be hit. When he returned he was brought 
in on a stretcher much shot up, but not fatally. 
His superior officer who sent him, expressed 
surprise and regret at his fate, and asked him 
if he zig-zagged as he was directed. He ex- 
plained that he certainly did zigzag, but, said 
he, “I must have been zigging when I should 
have been zagging.” 
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60. THE MEANING OF WORDS 


Two darkies were passing a hippopotamus 
in a zoo. One said, “They say that animal is 
amphibus.” “Amphibus, Hell,” replied the 
other darky, “He’ll bite you in a minute.” 


61. LOOSE GYARMENT 


An old colored cook when asked how she 
could always be so cheerful and happy gave 
out this bit of darky philosophy: “Lawd, 
chile, T jes weahs de wurl lak a loose gyar- 
ment.” 


62. ADVISORY CAPACITY 


An old darky was converted at a revival, 
and this is the way he prayed: “Oh, Lord, I 
want to come into your service if there are 
any places for me. Oh, Lord, put me in some 
advisory capacity.” 


63. SENATORS’ RELIGION 


Two Senators, who shall here be nameless, 
were engaged in conversation in the presence 
‘of others, and finally touched upon something 
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which sounded religious to one of them. He 
taunted the other, saying, “You don’t know 
the first thing about religion. You've forgot- 
ten all you learned when you were a boy.” 
This brought on a little discussion and one 
said to the other, “I’ll bet you ten dollars you 
can’t say the Lord’s prayer through without 
making a mistake.” The second Senator took 
the bet, and the first Senator proceeded, “Now 
I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord,” etc. 
Here the second Senator broke in, “Take the 
money, I didn’t think you knew it,” 


64. A BASEBALL STORY 


An always-late, but ever-talking wife of a 
real baseball-fan husband, delayed him so he 
arrived at a big game as late as the sixth 
inning. No one but a fan can imagine the ex- 
asperation of the husband. The wife, realizing 
somewhat the pain she had given him by being 
so late, undertook to placate him thus: 

Wife: ‘What inning is it, dear?” 

Husband: “Sixth inning.” 

Wife: ‘“What’s the score, dear?” 

Husband: “Nothing to nothing.” 
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Wife: “Well, we didn’t miss anything, did 
we, dear?” 


65. LAUGHS LAST 


_ It may be that “he who laughs last laughs 
best,” but he who laughs first sees the point. 
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Chapter V. 


LAUGHTER IN LITERATURE 


1. “There is no place for the cynic or the 


pessimist.” —Calvin Coolidge. 
2. “A merry heart maketh a_ cheerful 
countenance.” —Old Testament. 
3. “Even the gods love jokes.” 
—Plato. 


4. “A little more smile, a little less frown; 
a little less kicking a man when he’s down.” 
—Putnam’s Quotations. 


5. “A joke often settles things more 
thoroughly and better than acrimony.” 
—Horace. 


6. “I tried him with mild jokes; then with 
severe ones.” —Clemens. 


7. “Make short the miles, 
With talk and smiles.” 
—Roman Proverb. 
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8. “Begin, little boy, to recognize your 
mother with a smile.” —Virgil. 


9. “All things are either cause for laughter 
or weeping.” —Seneca, 


10. “All succeeds with people who are of 
sweet and cheerful disposition.” 
—Voltaire. 


11. “For the love of laughter, hinder not 
the humor of his design.” 
—Shakespeare. 


12. “Laugh if you are wise.” 
—Martial. 


13. “A maid that laughs is half taken.” 
—Old Proverb. 


14. “With women one should never venture 
to joke.” —Goethe. 


15. “Without love and laughter nothing is 
pleasant.” —Horace. 


16. “Laughter makes good blood.” 
—lItalian Proverb. 
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17. “The innumerable laughter of the sea- 
waves.” —Aeschylus. 


18. “For aman learns more quickly and re- 
members more easily that which he laughs at.” 
— Horace. 


19. On the death of Artemus Ward, James 
Rhoades said: 

“Has he gone to the land of no laughter, 

The man who made mirth for us all?” 
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